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Session Overview

▪ What is the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy and what does it do?

▪ What are the current National Drug 
Control Strategy priorities?

▪ Highlights of federal initiatives related 
to addressing drug use

▪ Emerging drug threats policy and 
framework

▪ Current overdose trends
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• Operational since 1989

• Principal drug policy adviser to the President

• Produces the President’s National Drug Control 
Strategy

• Coordinates and manages the National Drug Control 
Budget of nearly $44 billion

• 19 agencies

Office of National Drug Control Policy: 
Leading the Federal Response
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A Comprehensive Approach

▪ Prevention & Early Intervention

▪ Harm Reduction

▪ Treatment

▪ Supporting Recovery

▪ Illicit Drug Supply Reduction (Domestic & 
International) 

▪ Criminal Justice & Public Safety

▪ Data Systems & Research

“Saving lives is our North Star”
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Preventing Youth Substance Use

Our Best Strategy – Preventing Use Before It Begins:

• K-12 Messaging in Schools Nationwide

• Resources for Educators – ed.gov/opioids 

• Drug-Free Communities Support Program (DFC)
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White House Social Media Campaign: 
The Real Deal on Fentanyl

Key Messages:

• Illicit fentanyl is prevalent and deadly
• Naloxone is available and lifesaving
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Naloxone and the White House 
Challenge to Save Lives from Overdose
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Advancing Treatment for SUD

Key Actions:

• Ensuring OUD treatment is more 
widely available

• X-waiver is gone

• Mobile methadone is here

• Making it easier to initiate treatment 
—  telehealth 

• Justice system reform
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The Cascade of Care

Healthy Brain Diseased Brain (Cocaine)

Healthy Heart

DECREASED BRAIN METABOLISM IN PERSON WITH ADDICTION

Diseased Heart

DECREASED BRAIN METABOLISM IN

PERSON WITH HEART DISEASE

The Bottom Line: Addiction is a 
disease of the brain…and needs 
to be treated
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Building a Recovery-Ready Nation
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Addressing the Illicit Substance 
Supply Chain
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Selected Substances Seized - 2023

Source: Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). National Forensic Laboratory Information System (NFLIS). 
https://www.nflis.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/home.xhtml (September 2024).

Fentanyl Nitazene

KetamineCarfentanil



Office of National Drug Control PolicyOffice of National Drug Control Policy

Policymakers and First Responders Now Have 
Access to Near Real-time, Actionable Data
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Identifying Emerging Drug Threats 
And Responding
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Emerging Drug Threats Framework

20

Isolated Drug Threat Regional Drug Threat Emerging Drug Threat

Isolated Drug Concern Regional Drug Concern Emerging Drug Concern
 

Isolated Drug of Interest Regional Drug of Interest Emerging Drug of Interest
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2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

ACETYL FENTANYL 1,768 7,841 13,662 4,810 3,971 2,812 3,616

ALPHA-PIHP 15 139 323 201 365 847 1,046

BROMAZOLAM 0 2 20 15 809 2,216 4,723

CARFENTANIL 5,954 831 3,058 1,333 103 54 98

DIPENTYLONE 50 52 36 2 397 5,609 10,216

DIPYRONE 288 196 172 171 134 206 418

KETAMINE 1,885 2,262 2,733 2,006 1,952 2,090 2,689

METONITAZENE 0 0 0 143 960 703 828

MIRTAZAPINE 108 140 125 92 99 88 103

OXANDROLONE 210 213 222 118 131 83 99

PROTONITAZENE 0 0 0 0 28 187 488

PSILOCYBIN/PSILOCIN 4,188 4,460 5,075 5,947 8,517 9,855 11,843

XYLAZINE 402 609 1,658 3,434 9,274 11,924 21,285
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y2017 y2018 y2019 y2020 y2021 y2022 y2023

ACETYL FENTANYL 259 1,267 1,573 428 372 228 284

ADB-BUTINACA 0 0 0 22 336 122 157

BROMAZOLAM 0 0 1 0 104 224 415

COCAINE 6,856 7,189 6,711 5,436 6,817 6,734 8,131

MDMB-4EN-PINACA 0 0 48 634 470 246 294

XYLAZINE 35 39 287 175 342 433 4,803
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Number of Provisional Predicted Drug 
Overdose Deaths

12-Month Periods Ending January 2015 to June 2024
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Drug overdose deaths are predicted 
to be 14.5 percent lower in the 12-
months ending June 2024 than they 
were during this time period a year 
prior. This is the largest recorded 

and seventh consecutive reduction 
in drug overdose deaths.

Source:  National Center for Health Statistics/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Vital Statistics Rapid Release Provisional Drug Overdose Death Counts, available at 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm (November 2024).

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 ‘24
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Provisional Predicted Drug Overdose Deaths
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The 12-months ending January 
2017 is the inflection point 
after which drug overdose 
deaths began slowing their 
ascent, reaching and then 

falling below prior year levels 
beginning the 12-months 

ending June 2018.P
ER

C
EN

T 
C

H
A

N
G

E 
IN

 P
R

ED
IC

TE
D

 N
U

M
B

ER
 O

F 
D

EA
TH

S

The 12-months ending December 2018 is the 
point after which drug overdose deaths began 
slowing their descent, returning to prior year 
levels by the 12-months ending September 

2019, and then escalating quickly through the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic period.

Drug overdose deaths reached their peak rate of 
ascent in the 12-months ending March 2021. 

After this point, deaths began slowing and 
eventually stabilizing within 5% of prior year totals 
beginning in the 12-months ending August 2022.

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

By year end 2023, drug 
overdose deaths were 
2.3% lower than they 

were a year prior; the first 
decline recorded since the 

12-months ending June 
2018. Declines have 

continued, reaching an 
unprecedented 14.5% in 
the 12-months ending 

June 2024.

0%

’24

Source:  National Center for Health Statistics/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Vital Statistics Rapid Release Provisional Drug Overdose Death Counts, available at https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm (November 2024).
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Thank You! 
For more information, 

Please reach out to 
cspitznas@ondcp.eop.gov

Thank You! 
For more information, 

please reach out to 
Tilda.M.Farhat@ondcp.eop.gov
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