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Liberty Mid-Atlantic HIDTA

• HIDTA  = High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas

• Funded by the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP)

• A "Program", not an "Agency"

• Collaboration of federal, state, local, and tribal agencies

• Purpose: Reduce drug trafficking and production in the US

• Started the Overdose Response Strategy (ORS) in 2016
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COLLABORATE across public health and public safety sectors

SHARE data, insights and trends we are seeing related to drug 
overdose in our communities

INFORM AND HELP local communities develop local solutions to 
reduce overdoses and save lives

Overdose Response Strategy



Partners

• Office of the Attorney General

• DEA , HSI, and FBI

• PA State Police (PSP)

• Delaware Valley Intelligence Center (DVIC)

• Lehigh Valley Regional Intelligence and Investigation Center (RIIC)

• Local Police Departments

• Office of Drug Surveillance and Misuse Prevention (ODSMP)

• National Guard - National Counterdrug Training Centers (NCTC) and 
Drug Demand Reduction Outreach (DDRO)

• ORS teams in other states



Tools used to monitor trends

• Regular engagement with partners

• Outreach to labs

• ODIN and ODMAP

• Drug Checking Programs



ODIN

• Overdose Information Network
• PSP and HIDTA
• Act 158 requires police departments 

to report overdose incidents to ODIN as 
of Jan. 2023

• Law Enforcement Only



ODMAP

• Available free to government 
(federal, state, local, or tribal) 
agencies serving the interests 
of public safety and public 
health

• Data pushed from ODIN via API



Current Drug Trends

• Fentanyl is the driver behind overdoses

• Polysubstance Use

• Counterfeit Pills

• Novel Psychoactive Substances

• Designer Benzodiazepines

• Nitazenes / Novel Synthetic Opioids (NSO)

• Xylazine



Drug Seizures- State Police & Attorney Gen.
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Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) Training

• Participants recruited 
in Kensington

• Data Collected:
• Reported use

• Cheek swab

SUBJECT REPORTED USE TOX RESULTS FROM CFSRE

CRACK JUST NOW Methamphetamine, Xylazine, BZE, Cocaine, Cocaethylene, Fentanyl

FENT/TRANQ 15 MIN
Amphetamine, Methamphetamine, Xylazine, Cocaine, Fentanyl, 

Fluorofentanyl

METH/DOPE 30 MIN
Amphetamine, Methamphetamine, Xylazine, Cocaine, Fentanyl, 

Fluorofentanyl

DOPE 30 MIN Methamphetamine, Xylazine, BZE, Cocaine, Fentanyl, Fluorofentanyl

DOPE JUST NOW Methamphetamine, Xylazine, BZE, Cocaine, Cocaethylene, Fentanyl

DOPE LESS THAN HOUR 
AGO

Methamphetamine, Xylazine, Tramadol, BZE, Cocaine, Cocaethylene, 
Fentanyl

HEROIN 30 MIN Amphetamine, Methamphetamine, Xylazine, Cocaine, Fentanyl

DOPE JUST NOW Methamphetamine, Xylazine, Tramadol, BZE, Cocaine, Fentanyl

HEROIN 30 MIN Amphetamine, Methamphetamine, Xylazine, Cocaine, Fentanyl

FENT/COKE 15 MIN Methamphetamine, Xylazine, BZE, Cocaine, Fentanyl, Fluorofentanyl

FENT HOUR AGO
Methamphetamine, Xylazine, Diphenhydramine, Cocaine, Methadone, 

Fentanyl, Fluorofentanyl

COKE/FENT 25 MIN
Amphetamine, Methamphetamine, Xylazine, Cocaine, Fentanyl, 

Fluorofentanyl

HEROIN 20 MIN
Amphetamine, Methamphetamine, Xylazine, Cocaine, Fentanyl, 

Fluorofentanyl



91% 
contained

Xylazine



PAD Program UDS  - 2022



88% 
contained

Xylazine



Counterfeit Pills

• Types: Oxycodone M30, Adderall, Xanax

• Fentanyl and Methamphetamine

• Dark Web and Social Media

• Pill Presses



Novel Psychoactive Substances (NPS)
NMS Labs and CFSRE, nationwide, 2022



Designer Benzodiazepines - Bromazolam

Powder and pill form, mixed with heroin or fentanyl

Combined with opioids: "Benzo Dope"



Nitazenes / Novel Synthetic Opioids (NSO)

Potent analgesic (painkiller) and sedative properties

• Powder and pill form

• Example: Protonitazene, Isotonitazene



History of Xylazine in Philadelphia

• Early 2000s: First detection in Puerto Rico

• 2006: First detection in Philadelphia

• Philadelphia ties to Puerto Rico

• 2018-2019: 73% increase in xylazine detections in drug overdose 
deaths
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Drug Mill House



Xylazine in Philadelphia (2023)

• Seizures:

• FY2023: Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) seized 12.24 kg powder 
destined for Philadelphia from China

• 53 bottles (~ 1 kilogram) destined for Philadelphia from Dominican 
Republic

• June 3, 2023: PA adds Xylazine to a list of Schedule III drugs under PA 
Controlled Substance Act (Title 35)

• Increasing problems with wounds and withdrawal symptoms

• Naloxone and rescue breathing!



Recent Case Example:

January 2023: 20-year prison sentence was given for a 2020 case that 

involved a controlled delivery of Xylazine (via FedEx) leading to a seizure of 

2.7 kilograms of fentanyl, cash, and various weapons.



NPS Discovery 
Drug Checking Project

• Philadelphia Dept. Public Health and 
CFSRE

• 219 Samples May – Sept 2022 (Q3)

• Polysubstance

• 91% of "Dope" included fentanyl and 
xylazine

• Xanax tablets containing clonazolam 
(Designer Benzo)



PA Opioid Samples Seized by Law Enforcement

Heroin

Xylazine
Fentanyl



Challenges
• Inconsistent reporting to ODIN, despite legislation

• No centralized repository or format for seizure data

• Kilos vs. pounds vs. dosage units

• Liquids vs. Pills

• Lags in toxicology results

• Metabolites

• What's next?

• Scheduling --> changes in drug supply

• Xylazine --> Medetomidine/dexmedetomidine
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HIDTA Threat 

Assessment 
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HIDTA 

Monthly 

Intelligence 

Report
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Tamar Wallace
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Van Jackson
Jacksonv@lmahidta.org

www.lmahidta.org
https://orsprogram.org/

Contact



Resources

• https://www.nmslabs.com/sites/default/files/2022-11/the-rise-and-fall-of-nitazene-analogs-poster.pdf

• https://www.nmslabs.com/sites/default/files/2023-11/SOFT-poster-2023-Papsun-100623.pdf

• https://www.cfsre.org/nps-discovery/drug-checking/drug-checking-q3-2022-philadelphia-pennsylvania-usa

• https://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/briefing-room/2023/04/12/biden-harris-administration-designates-fentanyl-
combined-with-xylazine-as-an-emerging-threat-to-the-united-states/

• https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/Counterfeit%20Pills%20fact%20SHEET-5-13-21-FINAL.pdf

• https://aldianews.com/en/politics/policy/puerto-ricos-air-bridge

• https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/what-to-do-about-the-heroin-air-bridge-public-hearing-held-in-

philly/12278/



Resources

• https://www.nmslabs.com/sites/default/files/2022-11/the-rise-and-fall-of-nitazene-analogs-poster.pdf

• https://www.phila.gov/media/20231002090544/CHARTv8e3.pdf

• https://www.ccsa.ca/sites/default/files/2022-03/CCSA-CCENDU-Drug-Alert-Nitazenes-2022-en_0.pdf

• https://legislativeanalysis.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Nitazenes-Fact-Sheet-FINAL.pdf

• https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2023-
10/FINAL_Operation%20ChemKong%20Press%20Conference%20Remarks%20as%20Delivered.pdf

• https://hip.phila.gov/document/3203/PDPH-HAN_Alert_2_NitazeneAnalogs_12.21.2022.pdf/
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